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JOËLLE ROLLO-KOSTER
Constructing Papal Identity 
during the Great Western Schism (1378-1417): 
Pierre Ameil and Papal Funerals1
Abstract
This essay argues that liturgists responded to the Great Western Schism (1378-1417), with liturgical rubrics. Dur-
ing  this  period,  authors  were  essentially  motivated  with  the  recovery  of  ecclesiastical  unity.  I  will  analyze  how 
Pierre Ameil, a contemporary of the Schism and the author of a ceremonial book or ordo attempted to reconstruct 
unity by developing a new rubric centered on the rituals surrounding the pope’s death. By keeping the papal body 
one, both natural and institutional, Ameil responded to the College of Cardinals whom he knew was responsible 
for the initiation of the crisis. Contrary to current historiography that sees liturgists building institutional continuity 
during  the  Vacant  See  on  the  College  of  Cardinals,  the  essay proposes  that  Ameil  built  continuity  on  the  em-
balmed papal corpse presenting it as both natural and institutional, at once finite and eternal.
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